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THIS HALF TERM

It’s been another busy half
term here in Ystruth with lots

of our families coming
through the door to celebrate
Christmas. Thank you all for
your continued support - it is

very much appreciated.

NEWS

NEXT HALF TERM DATES

Family Action have created a self-
help article for families supporting

neurodivergent children at
Christmas. Christmas often brings

changes to usual routines and
activities, which can result in

uncertainty, anxious feelings and
dysregulation. The article explains
why Christmas can be a tricky time

for neurodivergent children, and
provides some positive strategies

to help. 

Mrs Melanie Miller 
Headteacher
Mrs Amy Skuse

Deputy Headteacher

CONTACT US

15.01.26 - PS1 show in school ‘The Great Big Bug Show’
22.01.26 - Year 6 trip to Parc Stormy. Details to follow shortly.
13.02.26 - INSET DAY - Closed to pupils
16.02.26 - Half Term
09.02.26 - Parent Consultation week
27.03.26 - INSET DAY - Closed to pupils
30.03.26 - Easter Holiday

School Number: 01495 369239
School Website: https://www.ystruthprimary.co.uk/

https://family-action.org.uk/get-support/


FRANCAIS
Puis-je…? 
May I…?

BRAWDDEG Y MIS  
Ga i…? 
May I…?

LANGUAGES

LEARNING

RIGHTS OF THE
MONTH

January - Article 1 - Everyone the age of 18 has rights. Article 4 - The
Government will do all they can to protect children’s rights.
February - Article 17, Access to information from the media - Every child
has the right to reliable information from a variety of sources and
governments should encourage the media to provide information that
children can understand. Governments must help protect children from
materials that could harm them.
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We have continued to use our ‘Y Wal Wella’ in school to
help us improve our work and the pupils are doing

amazing. 
Next half term, we will be working on the next two

questions to help us in our learning:
1. How do you know?

2. How can you improve?

Our context topics for next half term are as follows:

Nursey - My Family and My Home
Reception - Me and My Family

Year 1 and Year 2 - How I Get Around
Year 3 and Year 4 - Commotion in the Ocean

Year 5 and Year 6 - It’s Our World
Robins - Our School
Owls - Our School

Our fantastic
Friends of Ystruth
have raised over
£760 this year

through the raffles
and the Movie

Mornings. Thank
you all so much

for supporting this
and we look
forward to

arranging more
experiences for
the children this
year through the

funds raised. 

FRIENDS OF
YSTRUTH



STAY IN TOUCH

SEPTEMBER
ATTENDANCE

Attendance Matters!
AS YOU ARE AWARE, THE SCHOOL ATTACHES GREAT IMPORTANCE

TO MAINTAINING HIGH LEVELS OF ATTENDANCE AND PUNCTUALITY.
AS PART OF THE WELSH GOVERNMENT’S DRIVE TO INCREASE

ATTENDANCE LEVELS ACROSS ALL SCHOOLS IN WALES, WE ARE
MAKING EVERY EFFORT TO ENSURE THAT ALL OUR PUPILS BENEFIT

FROM REGULAR ATTENDANCE. 

OUR ASPIRATIONAL ATTENDANCE TARGET FOR THIS ACADEMIC
YEAR IS 92%.

BELOW IS A TABLE THAT SHOWS HOW MUCH LEARNING CAN BE
MISSED IN ONE SCHOOL YEAR. THE EDUCATION WELFARE TEAM

WORKS CLOSELY WITH THE SCHOOL, AND EWOS ARE UNDERTAKING
VISITS TO DISCUSS PUPIL ATTENDANCE. 
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Nursery AM
(EH) 88% Year 3/4 

(SH) 90.9%

Nursery PM
(EH) 79.9% Year 4 

(AM) 92.9%

Reception 
(LC) 95.5% Year 5 

(KM) 90.5%

Year 1 
(SH) 87.5% Year 5/6 

(SP) 91.6%

Year 1/2 
(NW) 92.7% Year 6 

(JY) 91.9%

Year 2
(AD/MW) 90.3% Robins

(DH) 91.6%

Year 3 
(PC) 92.5% Owls

(AW/HA) 89%

ATTENDANCE
THIS HALF TERM

Attendance Matters!
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STAY IN TOUCH

ATTENDANCE
ACTIONS

We will be celebrating attendance weekly in
assembly with the winning class having an

attendance award and an extra 5 minutes of play (as
decided by our children). 

Those that have 100% attendance for a week will
also have 2 Dojo points!

We will be doing attendance certificates termly
instead of half termly and there will be special

rewards for those that have 100% attendance at the
end of the year!

Our Attendance Winners for this
term are...
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RECEPTION CLASS



What’s been
happening?

Our Year 5/6 Class put on
an excellent exhibition

showcasing their amazing
drawing skills and

producing fantastic self
portaits.

Reception had a wonderful
time at the Hay Festival

learning all about reading
and being creative.

Year 5 have been learning a new skill
and learnt to sew! They have enjoyed

being creative and expressing
themselves!



What’s been
happening?

Three Schools 
Carol Concert

Yet again, Miss Hall
and Mrs Grindle

worked their magic
again producing a
marvellous trio of

songs from our choir.
A huge well done to

all involved and a
massive ‘Thank You’
to all who supported

this event.

Our Grand School Council members were invited
to the Remembrance service in Blaina. They read
the poem ‘In Flanders Fields’ and laid a wreath on
behalf of the whole of Ystruth Primary. We later

had and Remembrance assembly in school.



What’s been
happening?

Year 3/4SH put their
creative skills to the test
making their handheld

Hungarian harps out of clay
following their chosen

design.

Year 1/2NW enjoyed
carrying out a science

investigation using torches
and identifying shadows.

We all had a lovely Christmas
assembly from Pastor Amanda who

spoke about the real meaning behind
Christmas.



HAVE YOUR SAY! 
BLAENAU GWENT COUNCIL IS CONSULTING ON

INTRODUCING A CATCHMENT AREA FOR BRYNMAWR
FOUNDATION SCHOOL AND DETERMINE THE CATCHMENT

AREAS FOR YSGOL GYMRAEG TREDEGAR AND YSGOL
GYMRAEG BRO HELYG. 

THE STATUTORY CONSULTATION WILL RUN FROM NOON 12TH
DECEMBER 2025 UNTIL 5.00 P.M. ON 5TH JANUARY 2026. A

COPY OF THE DOCUMENT CAN BE FOUND AT:
CONSULTATIONS | BLAENAU GWENT CBC 

FOLLOWING THIS, THE COUNCIL WILL THEN COLLECT,
REVIEW AND SUMMARISE ALL OF THE FEEDBACK. THIS

REPORT WILL THEN BE PRESENTED TO CABINET IN APRIL
2026 AND BE CONSIDERED AND A DECISION TAKEN IF THE

PROPOSAL IS TO BE IMPLEMENTED. 

THE REPORT WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE FOR ALL
CONSULTEES TO VIEW. 

YOU CAN SUBMIT YOUR VIEWS
 • BY E-MAIL TO 

SCHOOLADMISSIONS@BLAENAU-GWENT.GOV.UK
 • BY COMPLETING A SNAP SURVEY :

HTTPS://ONLINE1.SNAPSURVEYS.COM/410WPU 

SHOULD YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS PLEASE CONTACT THE
SCHOOL OPERATIONS TEAMS USING THE CONTACT DETAILS

ABOVE. THE CLOSING DATE FOR RESPONSES TO THE
CONSULTATION IS 5 P.M. ON 5TH JANUARY 2026 IF YOU

HAVE ANY QUESTIONS ON THE PROPOSAL, PLEASE CONTACT
THE ADMISSIONS TEAM BY EMAILING

SCHOOLADMISSIONS@BLAENAU-GWENT.GOV.UK

https://www.blaenau-gwent.gov.uk/en/council/consultations/
https://www.blaenau-gwent.gov.uk/en/council/consultations/
mailto:schooladmissions@blaenau-gwent.gov.uk
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fonline1.snapsurveys.com%2F410wpu&data=05%7C02%7CCairnsL11%40bgcbcschools.wales%7C23c7afd0dc964818d27808de39679146%7C4f3f0e52b734416494091b601d147993%7C0%7C0%7C639011314163564447%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bHKjqwXj4djAFKCH5TL5RuIyloaRw5pLSbFhZcsOvxA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fonline1.snapsurveys.com%2F410wpu&data=05%7C02%7CCairnsL11%40bgcbcschools.wales%7C23c7afd0dc964818d27808de39679146%7C4f3f0e52b734416494091b601d147993%7C0%7C0%7C639011314163564447%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bHKjqwXj4djAFKCH5TL5RuIyloaRw5pLSbFhZcsOvxA%3D&reserved=0
















From all the staff at
Ystruth Primary School
From all the staff at

Ystruth Primary School


